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Introduction

This document is a guide to the features of the weather.gov/spot website. It contains information
useful for both users and National Weather Service employees. Some of the information provided is in
depth, but this is intentional to assist with problem solving if a user encounters an unexpected result.
For additional information or tutorials please contact your local National Weather Service office.

weather.gov/spot Website Overview

The weather.gov/spot website is separated into 2 portions, a Monitor Page, and a Request Page
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Using the Spot Monitor Page

Your initial view will be of the entire CONUS, but you can set a Permalink to create a view you prefer.
The map can be zoomed in and out and panned to see spot forecasts across a geographic area even
if they are sent by multiple NWS offices. The spots on this page will also span a period of days, so the
NWS works with Land Management Agencies to try and limit the number of spots displayed by
Archiving Incidents

You can access a specific spot by either clicking on the pin, or clicking on the name of the spot from
the table. An example of what the completed spot looks like is shown under Viewing a Forecast.

Permalink

Beneath the Spot Monitor Legend, there is an option to set a Permalink for page bookmark. This is
useful to be able to have a view centered on your area of interest. It is recommended to zoom in far
enough to cover your area of interest and then create the Permalink.

Active Spot Forecast Table

Active Spot Forecasis

Hame Type/ Deliver Time Status WFD Actions

Billy Lake RX Prescribed Request pending VEF | Submit Obs |
2013-01-18 &:00 AM PET

Billy Lake RX Prescribed Request pending VEF | Submit Obs |
2043-01-17 §:00 AM PET

Long Pond WVIMP Prescribed Request pending VEF | Submit Obs |
2019-01-23 §:00 AM PET

Long Pond WVIMP Prescribed Request pending VEF | Submit Obs |
2049-01-22 §:00 AM P 5T

Lost Pryor Hiker Test SAR Completed: 2013-01-18 11:31 AN M5T BYZ | Submit Obs |
2013-01-16 11:20 AM M5T

South Trail RX Prescribed Completed: 2013-01-15 11:23 ANM MST BYZ | Submit Obs |
2019-01-16 10:35 AM M5T Request Forecast Update |

Lakeshore |Test) Wildfire Completed: 2013-01-18 11:158 AM M5T BYZ | Submit Obs |
2019-04-16 11:01 AM MST Request Forecast Update |

Black Forest Regional Piles Prescribed Completed: 2019-01-18 7:14 AM MST PUE | Submit Obs |
2049-01-16 §:58 AM M5T

®  The content of this table will be driven by the geographic view in the map, but heads up, there
may be a lag in the syncing of the displays (just wait a few seconds if need be).

®  You can access a spot by clicking a pin on the map or the name of a spot from the table.

®  The tops of the columns can be clicked to allow you to sort the spots by name, type and start
time, status, or which WFO is handling the spot.

® To see a previous forecast for a given spot, you will have to use the Calendar function
(However, it is possible to have multiple forecasts for the same incident show up on this page,
depending on how the requests were initiated. See Appendix A for more information)

[ ]

This page will only show active incidents. If an incident has been Archived you will have to use

the calendar feature to find it. (Please use the Use of the Calendar section)




Clicking on the name of one of the spots above, you will be sent to the Spot Forecast page. If you
click on a pin on the map for a spot, it looks like this:

Bil
South Trail KX X
(-107.78G 448411 ) 18003420 WFO: BYZ
WFO: BYZ
Request Made: 2019-01-18 10:55 AM MST
Deliver Time: 2018-01-16 10:55 AM MET
Request Fill: Incomplete

View | South Trail
RXy"=Change Request | Submit Obs | South Trail
RX=Delats

o

Silletta

Clicking on the name of the spot will take you to the Spot Forecast page. Also, note there are a
number of links below the request information, which are the same as the links on the far right hand
side of the table. These options are called Actions.

Actions

On the far right column of the Active Spot Forecasts table, you can see a number of different Actions.

Active Spot Forecasts

Hame Type/Deliver Time Status WFD Actions
Lakeshore (Test) Wildfire Request pending BYZ | Change Request | Submit Obs |
2013-01-16 12:01 PM M5T | Delete
Lost Pryor Hiker Test SAR Completed: 2013-01-15 11:31 AM MST BYZ | Submit Obs |
2013-01-16 11:20 AM M5T
South Trail RX Prescribed Completed: 2013-01-16 11:28 AM M5T BYZ | Submit Cbs |
2019-01-16 10:55 AM MST Request Forecast Update |

Change Request

If you need to change any information associated with the request (except location), this is the link to
use. Examples: incident name, when the forecast starts, when the forecast should be sent to the
customer, etc. This link disappears when the forecast is posted against the request.

Request Forecast Update

Use this link to quickly submit a request for a forecast update. Also can be used to submit a new
request for the next day after the forecast has been posted for the current request. (User must change
dates)

Submit Obs

Use this interface to send observations to the WFO. More information in Submitting \Weather
Observations.




Delete

This is a function the NWS can use to manage the Spots that are submitted on the page especially if
erroneous spot requests are made or managing other problems. Please leave the use of this link to
NWS employees only. If you feel a request should be deleted, please contact the NWS.

Archive (NWS offices only and not visible to land management agencies)

This feature is used to manage the number of spots that show up on the website. An NWS office may
contact you to determine whether a spot forecast should be archived, which would then make it
accessible through the Calendar function.



Viewing a Forecast
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This is what a forecast looks like when you click on the spot name. One thing to note is if the maps do
not reflect the correct location of the incident, you need to contact the NWS office to discuss getting a
new forecast. Note the Feedback box and links at the bottom of this page.
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Feedback Box

Feedback is critical to let the forecasters know about the accuracy of the forecast and and
supplemental information you think would be useful. Combined with providing weather observations, it
is a good way to ensuring you receive a spot forecast that meets your needs. Examples of
supplemental information that could be included in a feedback box is information on wind shifts,
impacts of changing sky cover, smoke behavior and time of the inversion break up. (It is best to enter
weather observations using the Weather Observations interface.

Copy Info to Spot Request for a New Incident

e Customers use this link to retain all of the their contact information for a specific
incident type, but request a spot for a new and separate incident. This does allow for a
different location to be entered.

e It sends the user to the location selection page, but when they generate the spot
request, all the contact information is retained (top of the request form part 2)

Copy Info to New Spot Request for this Incident

e The user will use this link to get another forecast for the same incident. This link sends
the user to Page 2 of the request process. Weather elements can be adjusted and the
forecast delivery date/time can be changed, etc.

e This allows customers to easily schedule the next needed forecast for an incident
without having to re-enter most of the information.

o Allows new observations submitted to remain with the request.
o The lat/lon of the incident cannot be changed with this option.

Tip: For users on large prescribed or wildfires where the location of interest may be shifting
around the perimeter, they will be required to use the Copy info into Spot Request for a New
Incident to change the lat/long.



Completing the Spot Request Form

There are two main ways to begin initiating a spot forecast request: starting from the Spot Request
Page or selecting a link from a pre-existing spot forecast.

It is useful to think of the spot request form as two parts: Part 1 establishes the incident location and
the incident type, Part 2 provides the remainder of the incident information and allows the user to
specify their request needs.

Part 1 of Spot Request Form (This is the interface you encounter when you start
a brand new request)



Ia. Set request location using nearest strast addless.l

-0OR -

15U UQ 3972 3300 PLOT

Dagres, Minuts, Seconds Elevation

[+ B Bl

042

HEW You can now ket click to piacs spot location marker

Deémes UNITED
STATES

Step 2: Select the incident type for the request.

et Incident Typ:

Fire
= Wi fine Prascrbed Fre

Hazardous Matarisis

1AZMAT Land HAZMAT Inland Wiste rway

‘Search and Reacue
SAR Land SAR Waler

Marins

Other [Wolcano, Earthqueke, Special Event)

Step 3: Proceed to detailed incident request form.

After setting your local and incident type above, click on the
Gen A Spot Request’
d to the SPOT request form.

bution below to

Generate A Spot Request

This page has 3 steps.

1. The first step allows you to select the incident location, and verify its accuracy via map
interface. Users can provide a street address, a digital lat long, lat long in degrees minutes and
seconds (tip: degrees and decimal minutes work as well), the United States National Grid,
or just by moving the pin on the map.

a. Tip: The program does not support Township/Range/Section - use lat long

2. The second step allows you to select the incident type. This interface helps set up the second
page of the request process by tailoring the information to the incident type. (For more
information about selecting the different incident types and how this can even impact which
office your request is sent to, see Appendix B)

a. Tip: If you realize you submitted the wrong type of spot (i.e. prescribed when you
meant wildfire) the page does not have memory, so if you hit the back arrow you
will have to reenter the incident location information.



3. The third step is to click Generate a Spot Request to go to the next step. (In the example
provided this is a Prescribed Fire request for Lat/Long at 44.6411,-107.7955.)

Part 2 of Spot Request Form Page 2

Top of Page 2
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This is the top half of the spot request page. This request is for a Prescribed fire at Lat/Long
44.6411,-107.7955 which is in the WFO BYZ service area. Any areas that are colored in
be filled out for the spot request to be processed.

must

Tip: You can enter multiple email addresses, separated by commas in the E-mail address box.

Tip: The lat/long box is not editable, you have to initiate a new request if you need to change

the locations.

Though optional, the Drainage, Size, Aspect, Fuel Type and Sheltering are all important pieces of
information that forecasters use to convert onsite eye level or IRAWS observations to 20 foot wind

estimations.

The box “Reason for Prescribed Fire Spot Request” will not appear on the Wildfire Spot request page.



Middle of Page 2
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This is the middle section where the user can tailor their request.

The top portion contains two boxes for selecting the time related aspects of the forecast. The Deliver
Forecast setting is used to determine if you want to receive the forecast immediately or have it
delivered at a later time, like for the next morning if you have submitted a spot the night before.

Tip: When a time is set in the future (example 12 hours) the office may not receive notification
about the request until 4 to 6 hours after you submit the request. This is an intentional setting,
but just be aware if you submit a spot for a delayed time and you call to discuss the spot with

the NWS office.

The second box is used to set the start time for the forecast. This feature is useful if you submit a

request at midday and you want the forecast to start for a period the next day.

Next there is a small dialogue box beneath the time selection boxes which allows you to request a
combined, narrative or tabular forecast. These settings may be different from one NWS office to
another (local office discretion, if you have concerns contact the NWS), but the options are:

e Narrative: a forecast which lists ranges for 12 hour forecast windows
e Tabular: a forecast which lists all the elements on an 1 or 2 hour interval

e Combined: a forecast which represents a combination of the above 2 options

Appendix E has a bigger discussion of the different types of forecasts and examples.



There is an option to request a Hysplit request. Hysplit is a computer model that is used to compute
air parcel movement. This is frequently used to determine smoke dispersion. The Hysplit output is
only trajectory based. If you want “Dispersion” based output, you must contact the forecast office, so
they can submit manually from the NOAA Hysplit website. The trajectory based Hysplit product will be
delivered to the emails listed in the Spot Request Contact Information Box. An example of the Hysplit
product and information on interpretation is in Appendix F.

The Remarks box is a location for supplemental information which will aid the forecaster in the
development of a forecast tailored specifically to your needs. Among the different types of information
that can be included (but not limited to) here are:

Specific forecast needs, such as cold front timing, moisture amounts
Information for the forecaster, such as the best weather station to use or information why a
weather station may not be representative
Feedback from a previous forecast
If the word “extended” (in any case or mixed) is put in the remarks, then the forecast office
software that generates the forecast will include a 3-7 day extended forecast.

e If the word “outlook” (in any case or mixed) is put in the remarks, then the forecast office
software that generates the forecast will include a 8-14 day outlook.



Bottom of Page 2

There are spots to enter weather observations. Weather observations are critical to help the
forecasters diagnose how local terrain and vegetation may be causing local weather impacts.
Observations to provide feedback after the forecast is provided are important to help meteorologists
ensure they are capturing these local effects.
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At the very bottom of the page there is the button to submit request.

After you submit your spot request

Your spot forecast request will be visible on the NWS Spot Forecast Monitor showing a map centered
on the location of your request with a green pin, indicating it has not yet been filled.
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test Prescribed Request pending BYZ | Change Request | Submit Obs | Archive
2019-01-08 7:00 AM MST | Delete

Deadwood firewiss Prescribad Completed: 2013-01-07 11:02 AM MST UNR | Submit Obs | Archive
20M9-01407 10:21 AMMST Request Forecast Update | Delete

Rimtop Wildfire Completed: 20113-01-08 4:12 PMMET BYZ | Submit Obs | Archive
2049-01-406 3:45 PMMST Request Forecast Update | Delete

An alert will be triggered at the NWS Office, which will be completing the spot, if you are requesting
the forecast in the next 6 hours. If you are requesting the forecast to be delivered to you beyond 6
hour time frame, the alert message for the NWS office may be delayed. Note the name of the office
under the column WFO to make sure the request is being sent to the office you expected it to.

Changing a Spot Forecast Request

This option allows you to change elements you are requesting, but you will not be able to change the
geographic location of the spot forecast.



Questions

There is a feature which allows a NWS Forecaster to ask you a question about your spot request.
(NWS forecaster refer to Appendix F for more information). This will cause the pin associated with
the spot, and the listing in the Spot Table to turn purple. The only way you will know there is a
question is by monitoring the spot page. The only way to contact the NWS office to respond to
a question is to call them.

Request Page National Weather Service Spot Program Links Monitor Page
NWS Spot Forecast Monitor
Submit New Spot Request
: o
Auenal - = NaalnG F : £l calendar

Spot Monitor Legend
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Cfhard i R che X:140.90.75.204
Name Type/Deliver Time Status WFO Actions
HWY 155 Pile Burn Prescribed Request pending: Question asked HNX | Change Request | Submit Obs | Archive
2019-02-03 5:00 PM PST | Delete |
Rincon Station RX Prescribed Completed: 2019-01-30 7:21 PM PST LOX | Submit Obs | Archive
2019-01-31 6:00 AM PST Request Forecast Update | Delete |
Bear Canyon Rx Prescribed Completed: 2019-01-29 3:01 PM PST LOX | Submit Obs | Archive
2019-01-29 5:00 PM PST Request Forecast Update | Delete |
Training Burn Other Completed: 2019-01-27 3:26 PM PST LOX | Submit Obs | Archive
2019-01-27 3:12 PM PST Request Forecast Update | Delete |
Statham Incident HAZMAT Completed: 2019-01-27 6:22 AM PST LOX | Submit Obs | Archive
2019-01-27 5:53 AM PST Request Forecast Update | Delete |
Training Burn 1-26-19 Other Completed: 2019-01-25 2:34 PM PST LOX | Submit Obs | Archive
2019-01-25 2:14 PM PST Request Forecast Update | Delete |

If you click on the spot you will see a Question entry to the right of where Feedback would be listed:




HWY 155 Pile Burn

Prescribed Fire
Forecast Start Time:2019-02-03 5:00 PM PST
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Bakersfield

Location Legal:

Se i s
% il

M sl
Warlam

Ll

Requested By: USFS
Contact: Geoffrey Gillespie
Phone: 7603763781 ext 626
Fax:

Satellite

Bag

E
X o
st

Elevation: 6131

Lat/Lon: 35.7352 / -118.556 Drainage:
Quad: Aspect:
Calculated: 35.7392 / -118.556 Size:
Fuel Type:
Observations

Site Date Elev Wind Temp WB RH Td Sky Wx Rmks
Wofford Heights 01173019 1500 3150 5E7 B3 47 30 Weather was taken from a RAWS site at 3150. The Project Area is
RAWS approximate Iy 6300 feet.
Wofford Heights 01730719 1200 3150SE7 8 48 49 Weather was taken from a RAWS site at 3150. The Project Area is
RAWVWS approximaie Iy 6300 feet.
Wofford Heights  011/30/19 0900 3150 SE 3 45 43 72 Weather was taken from a RAWS site at 3150. The Project Area is
RAWS approximate Iy 6300 feet.
Submit New Observation

Remarks Question

X

%
X
- X
-
X

EEE

Requested Parameters

Sky/Weather
Tempersture
Humidity

Hind (Ewve Lewel)
Surrounding Ridge
ixing Height
1sport Hinds

Winds

Weather was
taken from a
BAWS sice at
3150. The
Project Rreaz is
approximately
E800 feet.

the time you actually need this
forecast. You regues t 4 days in advance which we
cannot do with any accuracy. We tried to reach you by
phone but got no answer. I have moved the deliwer date
to Sunday afterr . If that deoes not work for you,
please czall us a

I hawe a guestion abow




Submitting Weather Observations

Weather observations are critical to help the forecasters diagnose how local terrain and vegetation
may be causing local weather impacts. Observations to provide feedback after the forecast is
provided are important to help meteorologists ensure they are capturing these local effects.

There are 4 ways to get to the weather observation forms.
1. They are available at the bottom of a spot request form
2. There is a link on the spot forecast page which shows the actual forecast or request after it has

been submitted

Lakeshore (Test)
‘!-‘.'i |dfire

orecast Start Teme:2019-01-23 11:00 AM MST Regqueasted By: NPS Gig Horn Rec
01-23 10:21 AM MST Contact: Rick Ranger

Request Time: o
Dreliver Time: 201%-01-23 10:21 AM MST Phone: 066520851

Forecast Complete .éi.l:.' 2015%-01-23 10:36 AM MST Fax:

Hi

Tl " ﬂ
Location Legal:
Lat/Lon: 45.2021 / -108.113 ke
Cpuad:
Cakculated: 45.2021 / -106.112

tered

ita Date Elav Wind  Temp WE RH Td Sky Wx  Rmhs
Hilsbaros 017231891015 3965 S1C 7 44 Pty Cldy Gusl 22
Hilsbare 01723180815 3965 214 x g2 Py Cly Gusl 25

Submir New Obsenanon

3. ltis an option under the actions from the Active Spot Forecasts table
4. ltis an option on the conversation window that pops up when you click on a spot on the map.

#1 allows for entry of multiple observations at once. The other paths support entry of observations 1 at
a time, with an observation to submit the observation or to add another observations:



If you are submitting a spot request and you have more observations to provide than locations to put
them, they can submit the request and then click on the pin to submit an additional observation or the

National Weather Service :
Submit Weather Observation

HWW$ Home Howa Organization
Submit an Observation for incident: Lakeshore (Test)

Home

Observations
aita Date Elaw Wind  Temp WB RH Td W
Hilsbaro D121 1015 3968 g10 7 4a
Hillsbaro 01723180815 3985 214 26 B2

search for: [ © vws @ annoss Y

weathar.gov

AhTy,
o S
s -
H -
= =
=
et

Wi 08
Site: [Hllsboro
Dale iﬁi}iﬁ}z_ﬂﬁ
Time: [11:15 ¥ | {Local)
Elev: (3085

Wind Dir: [S5E ¥ |

Wi Spek [14 '
Terp:[30 |
WE: 1

Ri: [44
Td: |
Sky: (Broken ¥ |
W [ L
Rmks:
A

If you hisve more abseralions 1o subirit, then cick Add Another Otsservation.

e, clide Submit Obssrvation to send the mast recandy added
)t the supparting Fonecast Office.

When
obmarvatios

| Add Ancther Obsenvation | |Suhmﬁ a:l-seruat.un_|

Back to Forecast

incident name in the list.

All of the observations submitted with an incident are available to view with this incident, even if
additional forecasts have been issued, as long as Copy Info to New Spot Request for this Incident is

used.




Use of the Calendar Function

Home

NW5 Home News

NWS Spot Forecast Calendar

Organization

search for: [ NI © wws @ A

Request Page National Weather Servica Spot Frogram Links Monitor Fage
NWS Spot Forecast Calendar
O Gresnvilla
Little Kok
M “olumbia
Birminoham oy !
1 ALABAMA
o Mantgame=ry iy
1
a |
I1SSIPFI
, December 2018
Faton Rouge
BalenRoLe Siacksanville Actve Reguests
Tallahass ee R e - < L
on Hew Orlzans g Archived Requests
[0 o]
S Hande Back to Forscas: Monitar
Tampa
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
2 5POT requests in
map area
2 3 4 5 ] T &
2 5POT reguests in 3 5POT requests in 10 SPOT reguests in 13 SPOT requests in & 5POT requests in 3 5POT requests in
map area mag area mapg area map area (1F} mag area mag area
g 10 " 12 13 14 15
1 5POT requestin map |6 SFPOT requests in & 5POT requests in 12 SPOT reguests in 14 SPOT requests in 4 5POT requests in 3 5POT requests in
area mag area map area mag area map area map area map area (1F}
16 17 18 19 20 il 22
4 5POT requests in T SPOT requests in 41 SPOT requestin map (9 SPOT requests in 1 SPOT request in map
map area map area area map area area
23 24 25 26 2 il 29
1 SPOT request in map 2 SPOT requests in 2 5POT requests in
area map area map area
30 3
1 SPOT request in map
area
| Request Page | National Weather Service Spot Program Links | Monitar Page |

When you click on the Calendar link from the Spot Forecast Monitor page, it takes you to a screen
with a map above a calendar for the current month. Initially it does not display any incidents.
It is possible to navigate the map in this interface to change the area of interest.

There is an option to select either Active or Archived Requests.
e An “Active” request means the forecasts are still visible on the main Monitor Page



e An “Archived’ request means the incident has been Archived by the NWS office and is not
visible on the Monitor Page (this is done to limit the number of incidents visible on the page to
keep it easier to use)

You can navigate to previous months using the dialog below the request selections. The program
only contains spot forecasts from October 2016 or later, depending on the NWS office. For spot
forecasts you cannot locate through the Calendar interface, contact your NWS office.

In the blocks of the Calendar, it will say how many Spot Forecasts were provided in that area on that
day. If it has a number followed by the letter F in parentheses, it means feedback was provided on
that request.

Note: this is a different behavior than the Monitor Page. The Monitor Page only shows the most
recent spot forecast provided for a given location, where as the Calendar will show every forecast
written on that day for that location. (This can vary depending on how users request spot forecasts.
For more information see Appendix C: Overview of Spot Forecast Website Data Management.)

If you click on the date of interest you get the following screen.
National Weather Service

NWS Spot Forecast Daily Su

Home NWS Home News Organization search for: [N © wws © 4
Request Page National Weather Service Spot Program Links Monitor Page

Archived Spot Forecasts for January 10, 2019

r[5pot Calendar Legend]

W = Wildfire

?

F = Frescribed

4 lacksonville H = Hazmat
v |l nal
e

S=5AR

M= Warine

@ Completed

Pending

0009

Question

o i |
Name WFO Type Forecast Completed Time Status
Gold Head State Park JAX Prescribed 2018-01-097:58 PM EST Completed
Alachua §R-20 JAX Prescribed 2015-01-098:13 PMEST
John M Bethea SF 110/2018 JAX Prescribed 2015-01-10 3:41 AMEST
Princess Place Unit 9 JAX Prescribed 2018-01-10 3:49 AMEST .
Guana River WMA JAX Prescribed 20180110 7:43 AMEST Completed
SR & Rx Burn Suwannez Ridge WEA JAX Prescribed 2018-01-10 8:04 AM EST Completed
Alachua 5R-20 JAX Prascribed 2018-01-10 5:35 PM EST Complated
| Request Page | National Weather Service Spot Program Links | Moniter Page |

You can click on either the name of the spot or the pin to pull up information about the spot.

Notice how the Alachua SR-20 spot shows up in this list twice. If you had been using the Spot
Forecast Monitor January 10th instead of the Calendar, you would have only seen one listing for this
incident. See Appendix C for more information.



The retrieved forecast looks similar to a forecast retrieved via the Spot Forecast Monitor. However,
you do not have the ability to Submit Observations, Copy Info into New Request for this Incident or
Copy Info to Spot Request for New Incident.



Appendix A: The impacts of different methods used to request
subsequent spots for an incident.

There are 4 ways a follow-up spot request can be generated:

1. Using Copy Info to New Spot Request for this Incident option at the bottom of the spot forecast

2. Using Request Forecast Update from the conversation window that appears when you click a
pin on the Spot Monitor map.

3. Using Copy Info to Spot Request for a New Incident option at the bottom of the spot forecast

4. Using the initial NWS Spot Forecast Request Page

Option 1 or 2 are the preferred options. There a number of benefits to using these methods, such as
keeping track of observations provided for the request over multiple days and keeping the Spot
Monitor Page clean by not having multiple entries for the same spot. However there are times it may
not be the most appropriate.
e Using this option does not allow you to change the lat/long of the incident.
e |[f the area of focus has shifted enough (enough to change elevation or aspects) then it is
better to use option 2 which allows you to change the lat/long.

If you cannot use option 1 or 2, then using Option 3 or Option 4 will result in multiple spots with
possibly the same name displaying on the monitor page.

NWS Spot Forecast Monitor

Submit Mew Spot Request

Calandar

Spot Monitor Legend

WA= llfire
F=Frescnbed
H = Hazmal
S= SR

99

I = Marine

2-B-0-09-18

carnpletad
Pending

Buastion

Active Spot Forecasts

Hamse Type/Deliver Time Status WFD Actions

Billy Lake RX Prescribed Request pending VEF | Change Request | Submit Obs | Archive
2019401-25 6:00 AM P5T | Delete

Billy Lake RX Prescribed Request pending VEF | Change Request | Submit Obs | Archive
2019-01-24 6:00 AM P5T | Delete

Billy Lake RX Prescribed Completed: 2015-01-23 3:54 AM F5T VEF | Submit Obs | Archive
20159-01-23 6:00 AM P5T Request Forecast Update | Delete

Billy Lake RX Prescribed Completed: 2015-01-22 3:51 AM P5T VEF | Submit Obs | Archive

| snss 201341-22 6:00 AM F 5T Request Forecast Update | Delete

Billy Lake RX Prescribed Completed: 2015-01-21 4:33 FMPET VEF | Submit Obs | Archive
2013-01-21 416 PM PST Request Forecast Update | Delete

To prevent confusion about which is the latest spot forecast written for the incident, consider having
the National Weather Service Forecast Office consider archiving the previous forecast. At this point,



clicking on the pins may not yield the most recent forecast, so selecting the forecast from the table is
the only option.



Appendix B: Setting the Incident Type and information about how this
sets up the second part of the request page (and the office the
request gets sent to)

Different requests may direct the requests to different National Weather Service
Forecast Offices

This is the same page from the request made in Part 1 of Spot Request Form which was a
prescribed fire request at Lat/Long of 44.6411,-107.7955

National Weather Service i .
BYZ Spot Forecast Request

Home NWSHome  News  Organizsion Search for:

Spot Forecast Request

IOTICE - Thiz Intarface Is Infended o bs uzed soisly for the relay of forscast Informatian to the Nefians! Visathe ent ihrough
memau for In[mal  agency use. W ara requires my ECay act orzwz| o sxpucmy sato mt mnmlsalon o |||y Inram'allon 3 Vomuntany: o raar aormEtan i
Sex Pt Pl ubjact’ or the ent Accountability Act of 155 {18 1U.S.C. § 1001} or

e alsfutes.

[ Request Pags | Habional Weather Sarvice Spot Program Links [ Monitor Paga |

Spot Forecast Incident Type: Prescribed Fire

Spot Request Contact i

{+) PROJECT hiame: |

Uinder the Ineragency Agreement for Mekeorningical Services (USFS. BLM, NP5, USFWS, BIA)

State, rial or lacel fire agency working in coardinalion with a federal parscipant in the Interagency Agreamert for
Meteorclogical Services.
Esmeiisl o pubbe safety, e, due o Ihe praxmity of populason cenders or criical infestruchse

Drainage: size; 1 Aeres)

aspect:

FUEECAST STARTING TIMEZONE
1/04/2019 (Lazal Tene)
RESH) 07-00 7 | | MOUNTAIN ¥ |

Narstive ¥ | FORECAST FORMAT

Today Tonignt Saturnay salant

Sky/Weathar (AT
Temperstur
Humidity

Chanca of watting
Rain

Wind (20 FT)
Ridge Top Wings
Mixing Helght
Transport winge
Hainas Inssx

I

Notice that at the very top of the request, it says: BYZ Spot Forecast Request meaning it is a request
that will be directed to National Weather Service Forecast Office in Billings, Montana. However if the
request for 44.6411,-107.7955 is changed to a Search and Rescue Land



National Weather Service :
RIW Spot Forecast Request

Home NW3 Home Hews Organization Search far:

Spot Forecast Request

HOTICE - This Intarfaca ia infendsd to b usad soisly for the relay of farscast Information fo tha National Weather Service. Slmsskes nsnlhmugn tis onling form are
intanded for Inisml sgency usa. Wa ars raquire (by 8-av Act of 2002} io expliltly state that ny fun isase raad
our Privacy Pollcy and Discialmar. Falss stataments on this form may be subject to prozscution undsr the False Sietamant Acaoumiaitly Aot 1 155E (13 U.5.C. § 1001} or
ofher statutes.

| RequestFaps | Naticnal Weather Service Spot Program Links [ Monitor Page |

Spot Forecast Incident Type: SAR Over Land

| e e ey ]
[Spot Request Cantact

. F
[+] PROJECT NAME: |

a
o

{+] Requeating Agency: [ {+] Requesting Ometzl: [
{) E-mall sgdrses: [ = {+) Phiane numbsr: | Phone Extsnaion:
contact Parson FAX numbsr-
iy
Ll
WiGS prefemed)
(viLatitugs: BT 7.5" Guad,

[+/Longltuce: |-107 7855

Elevation: 5343 Feel
[Elewalion praferredin

—|Furenasl' i i [NOAA Hysplit Model
DELIVER FORECA ST FORECAST STARTING TIMEZONE
BEEE 01/04/2010 S 01/04/2010 {Local Trne
BRI A= Soon As Possible ¥ A 0700 ¥ MOUNTAIN ¥
Harrstive ¥ | FORECAST FORMAT YES
® NO
Today Tonignt saturday salect
Al
Pariads
]
ShylWeathar [emarks]
Chanca of
Pracipitation
Surface Wind
Temperatura
Humldity
Chancs of Watting
Ramn [=0.10)

Snowlsll Amaunt
Lightning Activity
Level

Heat Index

Wind (20 FT}
Ridge Top Wings
Miixing Helght
Transpart winos
Hainas Inoax
Smake Disperaal

At the top of the page BYZ has been replaced by RIW meaning this request for the same location will
go to the National Weather Service Forecast Office in Riverton, Wyoming. The reason this can occur
is that the Fire Weather service areas do not always align with the counties served by a National
Weather Service office. NWS offices coordinate to make sure both offices are aware of the support
being provided in these situations.

Different configurations of the spot request page based on Incident Type

¢  Wildfire and Prescribed fire give you the option to include the fire weather supplemental
information (drainage, aspect, size and fuel types). These options do not show up in the other
types.

[ ]

Selecting between the different types will change the Forecast Elements you can choose to

have included in the forecast. This may vary by forecast office as they have the option to select
which elements could be made available. See a comparison below:



Wildfire Elements HazMat Land

Sky/Weather Sky/Weather
Chance of

T Precipitation
Humidity Surface Wind
Chance of Wetting
Rt Temperature
Lightning Activity Humidity
Level

i Mixing Height
Wind (20 FT)

] i Transport Winds
Ridge Top Winds
Haines Index

The observation page will also change so certain information that is pertinent to the type of
incident can be included, such as wave height for water HAZMATSs.

Practice using the different options before you actually need to make spot requests so you can

become familiar with the system, especially if you work with multiple forecast offices, because
there will be differences.



Appendix C: Overview of Spot Forecast Website Data Management

The weather.gov/spot website gives a unique identifier to each spot forecast to ensure when
forecasters issue the forecasts it is “tagged” to the correct request on the webpage. Depending on
different links used through the website, it can cause differing results. It should be stressed that none
of these results are an error: this information is only provided to explain the different outcomes.

If you examine a URL from a forecast, you will notice the following link (the example is the URL for the
Kanarraville Piles):

https://www.weather.gov/spot/php/forecast.php?snumunum=1900459.0&lat=40.11225659810805&lon
=-104.0449381876109&z=5

The portion highlighted in red is known as the Tag assigned to the spot forecast.

You can also see this number at the end of a forecast:

Forecaster...Traphagan
Requested by...Ryan Riddle
Type of request...PRESCRIBED
.TAG 1988459.8/5LC

Or when you go to click on a pin on a spot on the map

Kanarraville Pliee x

375283 ) 1H0D4S8.0 WFO:SLC
Request Mae: 20190122 10.0
Deliver Thma: 2019-01-22 10:01
Requaat FIll: 2018-01-22 12:13 P

Now each time Copy Info to New Spot Request for this Incident or Request Forecast Update are
utilized, the Tag # increases by an increment of 1, starting with 0, so using the above example:

https://www.weather.gov/spot/php/forecast.php?snumunum=1900459.3&lat=40.11225659810805&lon
=-104.0449381876109&z=5

Would be the 4th forecast written for the Kanarraville Piles, as long as Copy Info to New Spot
Request for this Incident or Request Forecast Update are used.



It is possible to submit multiple spot forecasts using the same name, but they can lead to confusion as
to which is the most recent spot forecast written for the incident. (See Appendix A for more
information) This is mitigated by carefully looking at the dates at times the forecasts were provided.



Appendix D: Different types of forecasts and examples

*  You can select either a Narrative forecast or a Combined forecast (other offices may have
additional options).

* A Combined forecast includes a table of the weather elements broken down in shorter time
durations.

* Be aware that forecast offices can limit forecast types available to customers in their forecast
areas. In most areas in the Western United States, forecast offices will only have the narrative

forecast as an option. Only a few offices in the Southern United States allow the “Tabular
Only” option.

A Narrative forecast would only contain the top section, a Combined forecast contains both

.SATURDAY ...

SKY/WEATHER......... MOSTLY SUNNY.

5. 7 PERCENT.

ERL ooomnecsismranmams: 1...NO THUNDERSTORMS.

MAX TEMPERATURE..... 68-73.

MIN HUMIDITY........ 23-28 PERCENT.

WIND (20 FT)........

SLOPE/VALELEY. .. oo ot SOUTH WINDS 5 TCQ 15 MPH.
RIDGETOP. . -...iau.x WEST 5 TC 15 MPH.

HAINES INDEX........ 2.

TIME (MDT) 1PM 2PM 3PM 4PM 5PM

SKY. [8Yuenwenms 44 44 44 44 44
WEATHER COV.....

WEATHER TYPE....

TSTM COV........

FEMP: o i 65 67 67 65 B2

1 S ——— 357 32 313 35 2B

20 FT WIND DIR..SW 5W S5 S 5

20 FT WIND SPD..38 8 F Y | 7

20 FT WIND GUST.12 10 18 18 18
RIDGE WIND DIR..W W W W W
RIDGE WIND SPD..18 10 18 18 18



Appendix E: Summary of tips provided in this document

Tip: The program does not support Township/Range/Section - use lat/long
Tip: You can enter multiple email addresses, separated by commas in the E-mail address box.

Tip: The lat/long box is not editable, you have to initiate a new request if you need to change
the locations.

Tip: Providing feedback is done through a link on each forecast
Tip: For users on large prescribed or wildfires where the location of interest may be shifting

around the perimeter, they will be required to use the Copy info into Spot Request for a New
Incident to change the lat/long.






